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BOOTS AND SADDLES.
approached, she made an appeal to the camp women who surrounded her and had nursed her through her illness; she implored them to put her in her coffin just as she was when she died and bury her at once. They, thinking such a course would not be paying proper attention to the dead, broke their promise. The mystery which the old creature had guarded for so many years, through a life always public and conspicuous, was revealed : "Old Nash," years before, becoming weary oi the laborious life of a man, had assumed the disguise oi a woman, and hoped to carry the secret into the grave, The surgeon's certificate, stating the sex of " Old Nash,': together with the simple record of a laundress in the regiment for ten years, was all the brief history ever known, After enduring the gibes and scoffs of his comrades for a few days, life became unbearable to the handsome soldier who had played the part of husband in order to gain possession of his wife's savings and vary the plain fare of the soldier with good suppers; he went into one oi the company's stables when no one was there and shot himself. When our friend, whom the old creature had so carefully nursed, read the newspaper paragraph describing the death, her only comment was a reference to the Mexican's oft-repeated question to her, " Pool old thing, I hope she is ' comph' at last."
11!   When "Old Nash" was no longer absolutely necessary she went back to her husband—a richer woman by much gratitude and a great deal of money.
